
ASP.NET Application and Page Lifecycle Cheatsheet

1) Only available with IIS 7.0 integrated pipeline mode

The page is initialized only after 
all adapters and controls are 
initialized

The OutputCacheModule 
immediately ends the request
when serving from the cache

The page is unloaded only after 
all adapters and controls are 
unloaded

PreSendRequestContent
Occurs before the application sends content 
to the client

PreSendRequestHeaders
Occurs before the application sends headers 
to the client

LogRequest 1

Occurs when the application attempts to 
perform logging for the request

UpdateRequestCache
Occurs when the application attempts to store 
the response in the cache

ReleaseRequestState
Occurs when the application attempts to save 
the state for the request

AuthorizeRequest
Occurs when the application attempts to 
authorize the user

ResolveRequestCache
Occurs when the application attempts to 
serve the request from the cache

MapRequestHandler 1

Occurs when the application attempts to map 
the request to a handler

AcquireRequestState
Occurs when the application attempts to 
acquire the state for the request

PreRequestHandlerExecute
Occurs before the application attempts to 
execute the handler

PostAuthorizeRequest
Occurs after the application has authorized 
the user

PostResolveRequestCache
Occurs after the application has served the 
request from the cache

PostMapRequestHandler
Occurs after the application has mapped the 
request to a handler

PostAcquireRequestState
Occurs after the application has acquired the 
state for the request

PostRequestHandlerExecute
Occurs after the application has executed the 
handler

PostReleaseRequestState
Occurs after the application has saved the 
state for the request

PostUpdateRequestCache
Occurs after the application has stored the 
response in the cache

PostLogRequest 1

Occurs after the application has completed 
logging for the request

EndRequest
Occurs when the application has completed 
the request

ProcessRequest()
Called when the handler is executed

PreInit
Occurs before the page is initialized

Init
Occurs when the page is initialized

InitComplete
Occurs after the page is initialized

Init
Occurs when the adapter is initialized

Init
Occurs when the control is initialized

LoadComplete
Occurs after the page is loaded

Load
Occurs when the page is loaded

PreLoad
Occurs before the page is loaded

Load
Occurs when the adapter is loaded

Load
Occurs when the control is loaded

PreRender
Occurs before the page is rendered

PreRenderComplete
Occurs before the page is rendered

Render()
Called when the page is rendered

PreRender
Occurs before the adapter is rendered

PreRender
Occurs before the control is rendered

Render()
Called when the adapter is rendered

Render()
Called when the control is rendered

SaveStateComplete
Occurs after the page has completed 
saving all state information

Unload
Occurs when the page is unloaded

Unload
Occurs when the adapter is unloaded

Unload
Occurs when the control is unloaded

Note that this is not an event and 
is called by the application itself

Note that this not an event and is 
called by the page itself
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BeginRequest
Occurs when the application responds to the 
request

AuthenticateRequest
Occurs when the application attempts to 
authenticate the identity of the user

PostAuthenticateRequest
Occurs after the application has authenticated 
the identity of the user


